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CHRONOLOGICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
 

STREET ROBBERY 
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HOUSEBREAKS 

Robberies plague 
Cambridgeport, as a 
Boston group targets 
young males in the area 
late fall. The arrest of 
three individuals ended 
this pattern. 

Patterns of nighttime breaks 
emerge in West Cambridge and 
Riverside. The identification of a 
suspect ends the pattern. 
While no other significant pattern
appeared towards the end of the
summer, housebreaks are typically
highest during this time frame.  

As the year winds to an 
end, a pattern of daytime 
breaks appears in 
Cambridgeport and 
Riverside. This pattern 
ends with an arrest in 
early 2005.  

Street robbery was at a significant low during the 
beginning of the year. Of those incidents reported, 
the majority were concentrated in Central Square, 
Cambridgeport.  

Housebreaks remain stable as the first half of 
the year progresses. There was an overall 
increase in comparison to 2003, but the 
disparity was attributable to 2003 record lows.  

Small clusters that 
emerged throughout 
the city mark this soft 
peak.  No significant 
patterns detected.  



 17

0

2

4

6

8

1 0

1 2

1 4

J a n F e b M a r A p r M a y J u n J u l A u g S e p O c t N o v D e c

In
ci

de
nt

s

0

5

1 0

1 5

2 0

2 5

J a n F e b M a r A p r M a y J u n J u l A u g S e p O c t N o v D e c

In
ci

de
nt

s

 

0

5 0

1 0 0

1 5 0

2 0 0

J a n F e b M a r A p r M a y J u n J u l A u g S e p O c t N o v D e c

In
ci

de
nt

s

LARCENY FROM MOTOR VEHICLE · LARCENY FROM PERSON · LARCENY FROM BUILDING 

COMMERCIAL ROBBERY 

COMMERCIAL BREAKS 

The month of January marked the 
highest number of robberies for the year. 
Incidents were dispersed about the city, 
and included multiple bank and food 
establishment robberies. A series of 
these were robberies at Dunkin Donuts, 
which ceased with the arrest of a local 
man. 

Incidents rise towards the 
end of the summer as a 
pattern of gas station 
robberies develops.  

Two patterns make up the 
November increase: gas 
station robberies and taxi 
robberies.  For a detailed 
review of these patterns, 
please see Robbery section. 

Typically as the holiday season 
approaches, an increase in larcenies is 
expected. There was a rise in larceny 
from person in Central and Harvard 
Squares. An arrest in a Central Square 
bar brought the series of incidents there 
to an end.   

A pattern of nighttime 
breaks emerges along 
the length of the 500-
600 block of 
Massachusetts Ave. 
and ceases by the end 
of the month.  

Wednesday and weekend 
breaks take place in 
Harvard Square, marking 
the peak in this area for the 
year. Businesses closest to 
the center of the district are 
targeted.  

Over half of the incidents took place 
in Central and Harvard Squares. 
Various retail establishments were 
targeted in Central, while offices were 
burglarized in Harvard Square. 

A pattern of laptop thefts emerges in the Technology Square area
and ceases with the arrest of a Charlestown man who is caught in
the act.  
Another pattern is detected in the Alewife Brook Parkway
shopping district, where high-end cars were broken into by
smashing windows. This pattern was also ended with an arrest.  


